
tion.  Or perhaps there is an 
environmentally sensitive 
area that can benefit from a 
tree planting event.   
   

• You could also host a tree 
giveaway for your organiza-
tion or in the community. 
Your group would give 
trees away for participants 
to plant at home, and you 
could collect donations for 
the Council and possibly for  
your non-profit organization 
as well. 
 

• Many organizations elect 
to do both!  
 

For more information visit 
www.tectn.org/tree 
 
Sponsored by: CareAll 
because healthy communi-

ties need healthy trees. 

Trees provide thousands of 
dollars of benefits each year 
including oxygen, reducing 
air pollution, improving wa-
ter drainage, and increasing 
property values. The bene-
fits are countless, and our 
goal is to plant one million 
trees in the next ten years.  
 

We will accomplish this by 
partnering with businesses, 
churches, schools and other 
organizations to host tree 
events in the community. 
Here is how we might part-
ner with your group on this 
project: 
 

• Host a tree planting event 
at your location or in the 
community. Trees can pro-
vide valuable and cost saving 
improvements to your 
grounds including providing 

shade, cutting heating/
cooling costs, helping with 
water drainage, and adding 
beauty.  You might also wish 

to partner with a park, a 
non-profit organization such 
as Habitat for Humanity to 
plant trees at their loca-

Duck River Opportunities 
Project (DROP) has been 
working to take challenges 
and turn them into opportu-
nities in the Duck River 
since 1999.   
 
Our project work there 
includes: planting trees and 
live stakes to help reduce 
erosion, installing rain gar-
dens to reduce flooding and 

add beauty, and stabilizing 
stream bank erosion 
through the installation of 
revetments.  We have hands 
on opportunities for volun-
teers each month.  
 
The Duck River is also the 
most biologically diverse 
river system in the nation 
with more than 151 differ-
ent species of fish – more 

different types of fish than 
all of Europe.  The river is 
also home to over 50 types 
of mussels.    
 
The health of these amazing 
and diverse populations is 
indicative of the health of the 
ecosystem, and a thriving 
ecosystem means clean air, 
clean water and a healthy 
environment for communi-
ties.  

Council Interns Katie and 
Becky package trees at 
Nashville Earth Day Festival 
on April 17.  The Council 
gave nearly 1,000 trees away.   

Tennessee Tree Project    
Planting 1 million native trees by 2020 

Duck River Opportunities Project  
National Geographic names Duck River one of the most biologically rich places on the planet!   

Tennessee Environmental Council 

Protect 
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LETTER FROM 

JOHN 

MCFADDEN 

Dear Friends,   
 
Thanks for your con-
tinued support of the 
Council’s work.  You 
have helped us fix 
stream banks, plant 
trees, determine leg-
islative priorities for 
TN and more. This 
newsletter brings you 
highlights of our re-
cent work including:  
 

• TN Tree Project 

• DROP  

• Green Tie Affair 

• Community Shares 

• Sustainable TN  

• Mack Prichard 
Event 

 
This issue also serves 
as our Annual Fund 
appeal.  We depend 
on contributions 
from individuals and 
organizations.  Please 
use the enclosed en-
velope to send your 
contribution to the 
Council today.   
 
We hope to see you 
at one of our upcom-
ing events,  
 
John McFadden 
Executive Director 
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John Noel (left) 

presented Warner 

Bass (right) with 

the 2010 Tennessee 

Tree Project Award 

at the Green Tie 

Affair  

Green Tie Affair 2010  

Community Shares 
In order to fund their member 
organizations, Community 
Shares raises money 
through payroll deduction cam-
paigns in the workplace.  Here 
is where YOU can help.  
 
If your workplace offers an 
employee giving campaign, 
please let the Council know so 
that we can work to provide a 

The Tennessee Environ-
mental Council is a proud 
member of Community 
Shares.  Community Shares is 
a federation of 53 mem-
ber organizations who are 
dedicated to building social 
and economic equity as well 
as a healthier environment 
for all Tennesseans.   

choice in employee giving 
campaigns and thereby allow 
more individuals to donate to 
the Tennessee Environmental 
Council.  
 
For more information visit   
www.communitysharestn.org  
 
Or email: csnash@ 
communitysharestn.org 

2010 Green Tie Affair Sponsors:   
 

Steward: Green Power Switch, 
Lightning 100, Joe Prochaska & 
Catherine Soudoplatoff 
 

Supporter: Lightwave Solar Elec-
tric, Jack Daniel Distillery,       
Dell, Lipscomb University Insti-
tute for Sustainable Practice, John 
McFadden, Mary Mastin and Brian 
Paddock, Trish & Chris Mixon, 
Joan and Will T. Cheek, John 
Noel & Melinda Welton 

Patron:  Donnie & Sharon Safer, 
Trauger & Tuke - In honor of 
John McFadden, Peter & Louis 
Fyfe, Joel Solomon Company, 
betsy moran 
 
Honorary Host:: Trip Pollard,  
Senator Douglas Henry, Sandy & 
Bill Kurtz, Urban Century Insti-
tute, Shari & Mark Meghreblian, 
Mike & Lonnie Crosby, Mary 
Helen Clark, Mary Buckner & Jack 
Lyle, The Nature Conservancy, 
Vic Lineweaver 

A special thank you to    
everyone who attended, 
sponsored, donated an auc-
tion item, purchased an auc-
tion item or simply sent us 
best wishes for a successful 
Green Tie Affair on April 10.  
We appreciate your support 
and hope everyone had as 
much fun as we did.  We 
will be posting some updates 
on our website including  

event pictures. 

T E N N E S S E E  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  C O U N C I L  

Lebanon Mayor Philip Craig-
head and young volunteers 
transport mulch for a tree  
planting event in Lebanon on 
March 20, 2010.  The Mayor 
and 13 volunteers planted 
500 trees!   

125 fifth graders from Chapel Hill Elementary 
School planted 313 native tree seedlings on 
the border of the Duck River on Thursday 
February 19, 2010.  The project is part of a 
watershed education project sponsored by the 
Friends of Henry Horton State Park and The 
Council.  
 

Kevin Burke inspects revetments in Jerry Irwin 
Park in Spring Hill on December 17, 2009.  
The creek is a tributary to the Duck River.  
The revetments prevent further erosion of the 
stream bank and allow vegetation to grow, 
stabilizing the bank.. 
 



Sustainable Tennessee  

P A G E  3  W W W . T E C T N . O R G  

Sustainable Tennessee was founded in 
2007 with the goal of developing a state-
wide Sustainability Agenda with the input 
of a broad coalition including citizens, con-
servation groups, environmental policy 
experts, elected officials, representatives 
of private businesses and industry, and 
educational institutions.  

The coalition met at the 2009 
Sustainable Tennessee Summit in 
Lebanon to develop and imple-
ment the 2010 Sustainable Ten-
nessee Agenda.  Since 2007, 
over 750 individuals and 230 
organizations have contributed 
to the Agenda 
 
In February 2010 we co-hosted 
Conservation Education Day at 
Legislative Plaza with the Ten-
nessee Recreation & Parks Asso-
ciation and Tennessee Parks & 
Greenways Foundation.  This 
was a huge success with over 80 
participants representing over 
30 organizations.    
 
For more information visit 
www.sustainabletn.org 

lease of materials from licensed ra-
dioactive waste processors into land-
fills designed for household waste.  In 
2007 five million pounds of materials 
were disposed under this program. 
 
Tennessee is home to 6 radioactive 
waste incinerators (or other heat 
treatment processes) with a 7th cur-
rently breezing through the approval 
process.  There is only one other 
nuclear waste incinerator operating 
in the rest of the United States.   
 
These are just a few of the radioac-
tive waste issues facing Tennessee 
today.  For more information and to 
learn how you can TAKE ACTION 
today visit www.tectn.org.    

FOREVER GREEN TENNESSEE 

Restoring Tennessee Real Estate 
Transfer Funds will help generate ap-
proximately $20 million per year to 
conserve Tennessee’s most important 
natural treasures, bluffs, waterfalls, 
wetlands, rivers and wildlife areas. 
The final vote to ensure this is re-
stored in the state budget is coming 
up soon. For the latest updates and to 
take action today visit 
www.forevergreentn.wordpress.com  
 

CLEAN AIR 

Recently the Council influenced mem-
bers of the Tennessee Legislature to 
reconsider a proposed bill to further 
extend the usage of older, polluting 
school buses. We shared data which 
showed that older buses contribute 
sixty times the air pollution of newer 
models. The bill was not enacted.  For 
more information visit www.tectn.org.  

 

NUCLEAR WASTE & HAZARD 

Tennessee is the only state in the 
nation that facilitates the routine re-

Over 160 people representing 90  
organizations attended the Sustainable 
TN Summit in November, 2009  

Agenda Issues 

Sustainable Tennessee Agenda  
AGENDA POLICY PRIORITY ACTIONS FOR GOVERN-

MENT AGENCIES & THE TN LEGISLATURE 

 

1) Real Estate Transfer Fund - Fully restore 

the Real Estate Transfer Fund by budget amend-

ment (or other) to Forever Green Tennessee. 

2) Energy & Water Building Codes - Institute 

commercial energy efficiency and water building 

codes to reduce operational costs for buildings 

and promote clean water for drinking. 

3) Nuclear Waste & Hazard - Stop Tennessee 

from becoming the nuclear dumping ground of the 

world and protect Tennesseans from the dangers 

of nuclear weapons and power and associated 

waste disposal. 

4) Ban Open Burning - Promote a ban on open 

burning by TDOT and other developers to reduce 

toxics released into the air we breathe. 

5) Regional Coordinated Development 

Plans - Develop regional coordinated develop-

ment plans that address the conservation of natu-

ral resources.  

 

AGENDA PRIORITY ACTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS & 

ORGANIZATIONS 

 

1) Evaluate, Reduce & Green Up Energy 

Use - Conduct a home energy evaluation and act 

based on findings, to purchase at least one block 

of Green power and learn about, promote and 

participate as able in the TVA Generation Part-

ners program.   

2) Tennessee Pollution Prevention Partner-

ship (TP3)- We encourage all Tennesseans to 

become members of TP3 and cities, county gov-

ernments and local Chambers of Commerce to 

use TP3 as a framework for business recruitment 

3) Plant Trees - Plant and care for one native 

tree in the fall of each year.  Deciduous trees on 

the east, south or west of your home will save on 

cooling cost during the summer.  A row of ever-

greens on the north will block cold north winds. 

4) Sustainable Transportation - Use mass 

transit, bike or walk at least once per month in-

stead of using the car. 

5) Recycle - Recycle everything you can based on 

availability of local markets. 



 
 
 

• Help us pay tribute to Mack Prichard, State Naturalist Emeritus and 
State Archaeologist Emeritus  
 
• Learn about the Forever Green Tennessee initiative and how you can 
take action to help   
 
• Tour a passive solar, energy efficient home  
 
• Learn about the surrounding cedar glade from Randy Hedgepath, 
current Naturalist for Tennessee State Parks 
 

• Enjoy a delicious BBQ Dinner from Lil’ Paul’s 

 

The event will take place at the home of John McFadden in Mt Juliet TN.  We will have a casual BBQ with plenty of 
vegetarian choices and will be outdoors for part of the time, so jeans or casual attire is ideal!   This will be an open 
house format from 5-8pm, with the award presentation planned for 7PM.  We will also have tours of John’s home and 

the surrounding Cedar Glade from 5-7pm.    Register online at www.tectn.org 

 

GET ON THE LIST!  Are you receiving Council emails?  Don’t miss out on impor-

tant announcements about restoration projects, workshops, events, and volunteer 

opportunities!  To sign up visit: www.tectn.org and click on the “Newsletter” link.   

Mack Prichard & The Lands of a Forever Green TN - May 11  
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