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Third Annual Summit for a Sustainable Tennessee Will Bring Citizens, Conservation Leaders, Elected Officials, Businesses and Organizations Together to Establish Top Sustainability Priorities for Tennessee
Lebanon TN—The third annual Summit for a Sustainable Tennessee will take place November 13-14 at the Ward Agricultural Center in Lebanon, TN.  Citizens, conservation groups, environmental policy experts, elected officials and representatives of private businesses and industry will come together to establish the top sustainability priorities for the state.  

The Summit provides an opportunity for these groups to collaborate in the development and implementation of a statewide Sustainability Agenda for 2010.   The Summit is a project of Tennessee Environmental Council, and will feature seminars on topics including “Economic stimulus opportunities,” “How pollution prevention can benefit you and your business,” and “The benefit of land resources & greenspace.”  Attendees will also have an opportunity to meet local green businesses and organizations and learn about their successes and the solutions they offer at the Summit’s green exhibition area.   
Five breakout sessions will focus on establishing the top priorities for air, land, energy, water, and quality growth and development.  The Summit will culminate with presentations from the leaders of each of these breakout sessions on Saturday November 14.  These priorities will help establish the 2010 Sustainability Agenda, which will be presented to Tennessee legislators in January 2010.  
-more-

Third Annual Summit for a Sustainable Tennessee  
This is the third year for the Summit.  Last year’s Summit welcomed more than 200 participants from more than 130 organizations, representing government, business, nonprofits, institutions of higher education and communities.  Sustainable Tennessee’s collaborative process helps identify the most pressing conservation concerns.  Collectively the group has more resources available to identify, implement and address these priorities.      
“Tennessee’s natural resources form the backbone of our economy, quality of life and our Tennessee heritage.  Sustainability is one of the most pressing issues of our time.  Sustainability involves utilizing today’s natural resources in a manner that allows future generations to enjoy the same quality of life many of us currently enjoy,” said John McFadden, Executive Director Tennessee Environmental Council
A copy of the draft 2010 Sustainable Tennessee Policy Agenda will be available online at www.SustainableTN.org along with information about speakers, registration, sponsorship, green exhibitors.  
# # #
The 2009 Summit for a Sustainable Tennessee takes place November 13-14 at the Ward Agricultural Center in Lebanon, TN. www.SustainableTN.org.   The Summit is a project of Tennessee Environmental Council in partnership with Tennessee Conservation Voters.  Presenting sponsors include Lifeworks Foundation and Wilson County Water Group.           

Tennessee Environmental Council educates and advocates for the conservation and improvement of Tennessee's environment, communities and public health.  www.tectn.org
For additional information, contact: John McFadden, Tennessee Environmental Council.  615-248-6500, John_McFadden@att.net.  

