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CHAPEL HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 5TH GRADE CLASS PLANTS 300 TREES ALONG BANKS OF DUCK RIVER AT HENRY HORTON STATE PARK
Project is part of Tennessee Environmental Council’s Tennessee Tree Project with Friends of Henry Horton State Park and Chapel Hill Elementary School  
CHAPEL HILL, Tenn. – One hundred and twenty five fifth graders from Chapel Hill Elementary School planted 313 native tree seedlings on the border of the Duck River in Henry Horton State Park on Thursday February 19, 2010.  The project is a part of the Tennessee Environmental Council’s Tennessee Tree Project in conjunction with Friends of Henry Horton State Park.  

One hundred and twenty-five fifth grade students and Chapel Hill Elementary School teachers planted   Tulip Poplar and Shumard Oak seedlings.  Both trees are native to Tennessee and the Tulip Poplar is Tennessee’s state tree.  They planted the trees to help reduce erosion and stabilize the area.  Each student and participant also took home a tree to plant.  Also attending the event in Henry Horton State Park (HHSP) were Senator Bill Ketron;  County Commissioner EW Hill; David Owenby, Director of Public Affairs for Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation; Mike Robertson, State Park Regional Manager; Randy Whitworth (HHSP Superintendant); Stacey Cothran and Teresa Dugger (FHHSP) and John McFadden and Kevin Burke (the Council). 
As part of a special watershed curriculum, the Chapel Hill students learned that trees are the most important vegetation layer in a riparian zone, because they shade the water helping to keep it cool, and also help to reduce stream bank erosion as their roots hold the soil in place.   The students suggested planting trees to teachers, park staff, FOHHSP, and the Council; who helped organize the tree planting event on February 19, 2010. 

Senator Ketron praised the students, “This is really a good thing you have done.  You’ll be able to come back to the park in 20 years to have a picnic under these trees with your family.  You’ll feel better today at school because of what you have done and from spending time here in the park.”     

This event is part of the Council’s “Tennessee Tree Project” with a goal of planting 1 million native trees in Tennessee by 2010 and engaging one half million Tennesseans.    Participants have an opportunity to register their trees and learn more about the planting and care of their trees at www.tectn.org/tree.  Trees provide thousands of dollars of benefits to our community each year including oxygen, reducing air pollution, improving water drainage, and increasing property values.  Trees provide shade, help cut heating/cooling costs, help with water drainage, and add beauty.  The benefits are countless.  As population and development rise in our state, planting trees becomes increasingly important.     
The response to the event was enthusiastic Cindy Gabard 5th grade Chapel Hill Elementary teacher said, “These kids will remember this the rest of their life.” Randy Whitworth (HHSP Superintendant) agreed adding, “This is one of the all time best things that have ever happened in Henry Horton State Park”.

###
The Tennessee Environmental Council educates and advocates for the conservation and improvement of Tennessee’s environment, communities and public health.  The Council’s Tennessee Tree Project has a goal of planting 1 million native trees in Tennessee by 2010.   
Friends of Henry Horton State Park is a 501c3 charity whose sole purpose is to enhance park offerings at HHSP in Chapel Hill, TN and to educate the public about nature and conservation of our resources.  The group was awarded the “2009 Tennessee Sustainability Award” by the Tennessee Environmental Council for their innovative and outstanding lead removal project in Henry Horton State Park in Chapel Hill, TN.   
