January 29, 2010
Dear  

I believe natural resources are the backbone of our economy, our communities and our quality of life.  Natural resources provide our communities with basic needs and enhance our Tennessee way of life. 

It is for these reasons I write to ask you to please fully restore and support Tennessee Real Estate Transfer Funds in June, 2010. These dedicated funds are vital for growing economy and well rounded quality of life that we all want for our children. These Funds generate approximately $20 million annually to help fund local parks, greenways, state parks, agricultural lands, wetlands, wild lands, open spaces, wildlife areas and cleaner air and water. These areas have significant economic value to our communities. For example,

· Local Parks and greenways increase property values, business revenue and provide economic value from filtering air and water. 

· Hunting, fishing and all other outdoor recreational activities generate over $5.3 billion in retail sales, create 85,000 jobs and produce $347 million in state tax revenues (Southwick & Associates, 2007).   

These Funds are important for our air, food, and water. The $20 million is a drop in the bucket when compared to the returns listed above and is less than 1/10th of 1% of Tennessee’s $29 billion budget. Our homeland is worth more than this small investment. These funds were established for conservation, not to fund the State budget.  

Plus, these investments make sense for our economic future. Parks are our greatest tourist attraction. People come to Tennessee because it is green and beautiful.  The lands and waters support a robust recreational industry that generates 1000s of jobs and so investing the $20 million will help preserve these jobs and increase the job market in this sector.  
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or comments.  Thanks!

Sincerely, 

cc
Gov. Phil Bredesen

