February 2, 2010







(Sample letter) 
The Honorable Governor Phil Bredesen, 
State Capitol, First Floor, 
Nashville, TN   37243-0001   
Dear Governor Bredesen:
I write in conjunction with the 1,000+ members of the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation and the coalition we serve to Forever Green Tennessee.  Thank you for restoring the Tennessee Real Estate Transfer Funds in the 2010 Budget Proposal.   These dedicated funds are vital for a Forever Green Tennessee that we want our children to inherit.  Your support for these “dedicated” funds will help ensure their future and the future of Tennessee after your term ends.    
These Funds generate $20 million to create local parks, greenways, state parks, wetlands, wild lands, open space, wildlife areas and for cleaner water.  These Funds are important for our air, food, and water.  We know that our economic situation is dire.  But these “dedicated” and crucial Funds are less than 1/10th of 1% of Tennessee’s $29 billion dollar budget.  Our homeland is worth more than this small investment.   These funds were established for conservation, not to fund the State budget.  Plus, these investments make sense for our economic future.  Parks are our greatest tourist attraction.  People come to Tennessee because it is green and beautiful.    
At a time when sprawl and fragmentation devours 80,000 acres of forests and farms each year and climate change threatens our woods and waters, we need this ongoing investment in Tennessee…for our environment, for our economy, for our children’s future.

Thank you for your conservation leadership during your tenure as our Governor and for your service to Tennessee. 

Sincerely, 
